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Dionysus, the God of Sex, Drugs, Rock n’ Roll

and Great Trent Parties
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Before we all dive into exams and
pnally break for summer, there
is one issue that | must get off
my chest that has been sitting
silently yet uncomfortably in my
mind: the Peterborough Coali-
tion Against Poverty. Before | go
any further, let me make myself
clear: | am NOT against PCAP’s
tenets of eliminating poverty and
providing housing accommoda-
tions to the poor and disadvan-
taged; | think that is a thoroughly
honourable venture and a worth-
while charity. However, | do
disagree with a number of their
most recent actions, both here
on campus and at large in the Pe-
terborough community.

First, I, along with 287
other people, did not support the
recent TCSA referendum question
to fund PCAP through our 2006-
2007 ancillary fees. | voted no,
not because I’m cheap, not be-
cause | don’t care for PCAP or its
charitable work, but because it is
my belief that a $1 ancillary fee
to a charitable organization is not
charity, it is compulsory. Charity
is an unmotivated act of gener-
osity, good will and compassion,
not a mandatory fee for admit-
tance into an institution of higher
education. If PCAP decided to do
a fundraiser on campus, | would
be willing to donate a $1 to help
someone who is either poor or
homeless; but institutionalizing
it as a part of Trent’s ancillary
fees is misguided and bastardizes
the spirit of charity. By doing so,
PCAP has successfully acquired
corporate (and | mean that in
its third depnition: 6a group of
people combined into or acting
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as one body”) sponsorship.
Second, PCAP’s intentions
are very distinctly un-charitable.
Daniel Bastien is on record for
saying: owe are very pleased with
this outcome; the student levy
will give us the pnancial stability
to carry on our political work.”
Political work? Correct me if I’'m
wrong, but PCAP is a charity, no?
That money is supposed to go to
those who are homeless and/or
poor, not to fellow Trent students
to pnance their political demon-
strations and projects. I’m sorry,
but | cannot in good conscience
hand over a hard-earned dollar
to someone to use it to protest.
If you want to protest, fantastic!
| have no objections to peaceful
and productive demonstrations
what so ever. But if you really
feel impassioned and/or outraged
by something, invest some of your
own money into your demonstra-
tion, rather than on my dime.
Third, and most impor-
tantly, the recent PCAP demon-
stration at the Ontario Rental
Housing Tribunal. This demon-
stration, carried out by a number
of PCAP supporters, effectively
shut down the ofpce, which medi-
ates disputes between landlords
and tenants. Granted, most of
the disputes are related to evic-
tions, and PCAP does (technical-
ly) oppose evictions, since they
put people on the street, but the
Tribunal is not an ‘eviction ma-
chine,” as one person stated. It
is a way for landlords and tenants
to protect themselves and up-
hold the law by making the other
party accountable; it is a place
of justice, not injustice. | feel

ill at ease that next year | will
be pnancially and, consequently,
morally supporting such reckless
protest and outrage.

I will admit, very openly
and publicly, that not all PCAP
supporters are misguided in their
cause to aid homeless and disad-
vantaged persons make their rent
or just get by. There are good
souls out there who really believe
in the ability of PCAP ‘the char-
ity’ to help the community of Pe-
terborough; to you | tip my hat.
My beef is largely due to the few
bad apples, the soldiers of PCAP
‘the political organization,” that
are crusading against injustice in
the most irrelevant and counter-
productive ways: shutting down
the Ontario Rental Housing Tri-
bunal 1) does not solve, end or
even address poverty, and 2) un-
dermines the very disadvantaged
tenants who look to PCAP for sup-
port and whom PCAP claims to be
helping.

Of course, who am | to say
that those individuals are wrong
or misguided, | wasn’t a part of
those demonstrations and have
yet to contribute anything more
than philosophically sympathiz-
ing and empathizing with those
who are disadvantaged. But | ask
you, increasingly infuriated PCAP
soldier, where did you sleep that
night after shutting down the Tri-
bunalds ofpce? Take my advice,
PCAP: never forget that you are
a charity helping those in need,
rather than appeasing your own
political indignation.

Matt McGowan

Editor-in-Chief

trentabsynthe@gmail.com
We’re down with being a summer pen-pal!

Claire East Gets the Final
Ongoing Smoking Debate . .
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“Drunken Dancing Dionysus’

The mandate of Absynthe Magazine is to encour-
age constructive dialogue and critical thinking
within the Trent community. As an on-campus
publiction, Absynthe shall strive to represent as
many people of the community as possible by
presenting varying views on all matters that are
of importance to the community, and especially
the student body. In the spirit of free and in-
dependent press, the Absynthe shall strive for
the highest degree of journalistic integrity and
excellence while providing a medium for crea-
tive and alternative expression. It will actively
stimulate and encourage discussion through
itself or any other means available to mem-
bers of the Trent community. All members of
Absynthe will attempt to represent fairly and
without prejudice the issues and views of Trent
in a manner conducive to propcient journalism.







