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Dur, Dur, Dur

Holy Smokes, Eh! Look What We’re Doing!
Absynthe is looking for new staff!  
                          You could be one of us! Check out page 7

Coming Soon... Live event listings!  
                          Send us your show information. See page 5
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The mandate of Absynthe Magazine is to encour-
age constructive dialogue and critical thinking 
within the Trent community.  As an on-campus 
publiction, Absynthe shall strive to represent as 
many people of the community as possible by 
presenting varying views on all matters that are 
of importance to the community, and especially 
the student body.  In the spirit of free and in-
dependent press, the Absynthe shall strive for 
the highest degree of journalistic integrity and 
excellence while providing a medium for crea-
tive and alternative expression.  It will actively 
stimulate and encourage discussion through 
itself or any other means available to mem-
bers of the Trent community.  All members of 
Absynthe will attempt to represent fairly and 
without prejudice the issues and views of Trent 
in a manner conducive to proþcient journalism.

I’m not a victim of terror
One week of classes down, about 
twenty-something more to go. One 
of the few consolations is AirTrent 
access and the person sitting two 
rows in front of you talking to some 
wank on MSN using lots of painful 
faux-breviations such as “ur.” It’s 
like going to Wal*Mart sometimes 
just to remind yourself that your 
IQ is, in fact, higher than average. 
Unfortunately it’s depressing at 
the same time because this is 
society. No wonder every other 
culture in the world hates us. In 
one generation we’ve gone from 
raising six kids on a buck a day to 
raising one snotty-nosed little shit 
that isn’t happy with the best of 
everything.

To make matters worse, we 
can’t even keep to ourselves. To 
keep our culture and our sexy 
economy running (the loonie is at 
97.2 cents US as I write this, we 
could buy an American dollar for 
the same as a litre of gasoline! 
What an age we live in!) we 
need to be in charge of various 
other countries to make sure the 
petroleum industry chugs along 
unimpeded. The other option is 
to go and ream Alberta for the 
sweet, sweet oil sands within, but 
we’re already in charge of Alberta 
so who cares. 

Now imagine how pissed off 
you would be if the Brazilian 
government tried to have 
strongholds in Canada to assure 
themselves a cut of our oil in 
the future. I’d be all “go home 
Brazil” and I’d never watch soccer 
again, that’s how mad I would be. 

If these people decided to take 
out (Taliban leader/Conservative 
Prime Minister - circle one) 
Stephen Harper, I’d be pissed at 
that too because that’s not how 
we do things in Canada, we have 
public pie-in-facings. They do 
things that are different from our 
culture and that’s terrifying.

Now of course, I don’t advocate 
hating Brazil because my scenario 
is þctitious and Brazil has given us 
lots of things like good protests, 
good public transportation and 
high-ethanol-content fuel. Brazil 
nuts are from Brazil too, I assume, 
but they’re pretty big and hog the 
space that cashews would get in 
bags of mixed nuts, so I’m not that 
big a fan. But you get the point I 
would be getting at if I were more 
articulate: terrorists do terrorism 
because they’re pissed off and 
have no other way to get their 
message across.

Unfortunately for them, 
terrorists are stupid. I am not 
a terrorist myself and I do not 
advocate being a terrorist any 
more than I advocate hating Brazil. 
Not to mention that I have no idea 
what deþnes the line between 
“angry dude” and terrorist. 
Regardless, here is a list of the 
number of terrorist activities that 
have affected me directly: ZERO. 
Here is the number of terrorist 
activities that I’m worried about 
happening to me in the future: 
ZERO. Terrorists are like hippies in 
many ways: they like to attack big 
faceless things and don’t really 
get the message across to anyone 

who matters. Hippies attack 
Wal*Mart, terrorists attack London 
Undergrounds. Hippies attack 
McDonald’s, terrorists attack New 
York. It all makes perfect sense.

So here is my proposal to win the 
war on Terror: we need to boycott 
places like London and New York. 
This makes perfect sense because 
if you don’t want any hippies 
around, you just stop shopping at 
Wal*Mart until they go bankrupt 
and then the hippies have nothing 
to do and become Gap-types who 
listen to Ben Harper and are then 
completely harmless. If we stop 
going to London, there will be 
nothing left for the terrorists to 
attack and they’ll likely become 
Gap-types who listen to Ben 
Harper and are nothing more than 
annoying people who walk too 
slow across the bridge.  Thus, by 
avoiding what are likely the most 
overrated places on the entire 
planet (I’ve never been to either) 
we can both conquer terror and 
sell more Gap clothing and Ben 
Harper records, which eliminates 
diversity and boosts the economy. 
It’s so logical it almost disgusts me 
I even have to write this.

Also we’re starting a column 
for live music and such in 
Peterborough, send in your listings 
and I’ll make sure people go to 
your show. Well, I’ll put them in 
here, the rest is up to you and 
your fan base.

Jeffrey Kickasserson
Danger Pirate

Bring on the Power Plant! Rheanna sticks it to us... Page 5

Educate yourself on the new voting system. Andrew makes politics accessible.... page 8

Some tips from a fourth year student. Alicia speaks her mind... page 4




