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NOBODY CARES W\PPIES




Making

| trust everyone had themselves
a good time at the Head of the
Trent festivities. Being a fourth-
year student, this was likely the
last time | headed to HOTT with
the sole intention of being an
indignant jerk. Sixteen-ish hours
of drinking, campus adventures,
Tequila Rose, fake moustaches and
a late-night visit from the medics
all add up to a good time you don’t
feel like repeating any time soon.
So thank you to all the organizers
(except the idiot that decided to
give us plastic cups) for making
things happen. I’ll miss it.

Looking into the future, the
Ontario general election date is
fast approaching, and I’ve been
asked by various friends and
acquaintances how I’ll be voting.
Thiswarrantstwo answersthistime
around, due to the referendum
which will decide whether a mixed-
member proportional system will
be implemented. | don’t entirely
understand the concept because
| often busy myself with things
other than understanding Canada’s
political system, but it sounds like
a good idea so what the hell, why
not?

In terms of which political party |
bed with, the answer is easier. | don’t
vote. It’s not because of apathy,
it’s not because I’'m a free-thinking
anarchist. | don’t vote because the
outcome of the election will have
very little effect on my life. I live in
my dad’s basement, | have no kids,
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I’m statistically average in almost
every way. White, middle class,
male. This probably makes me one
of the most boring people at Trent
in that regard. No matter who wins,
my interests are always considered
because I’m the exact same as heaps
of other people in this country.
When | was younger | was quite
into political punk bands like
Propagandhi, who were all angry
and mostly into anarchy. Legitimate,
well-thought-out  anarchy  mind
you, not the tear-down-the-world
variety that may spring to mind
upon mentioning the word. Anarchy
seemed like a good idea at the
time, empowering individuals and
demanding justice and equality.
Being a bit older now and possibly
wiser, anarchy does seem a bit silly.
At this point we’re locked into a
global economy whether we like it or
not, a situation that will doubtfully
change any time soon. A system as
such requires a ridiculous amount
of infrastructure, most of which we
take for granted every day. This will
generally require the hierarchical
structure we know as government.
So if | can admit that somebody
should be in charge and that a
democratic voting process is the best
way to delegate this authority, why
would | be so down on voting? Easy:
I’m not down on voting, and | highly
encourage people who have a strong
interest in political issues to vote.
You don’t need to “rock the vote”
because voting isn’t Mountain Dew,

Ifference through not voting

you need to research the relevant
issues and make an informed
decision. The reason why this part
of the voting process always trumps
me is because politicians are all
soul-less devil worshippers. Maybe
not all of them and maybe not
devil worshippers, but politicians,
much like lawyers, are often seen
as contemptuous dinks who put on a
happy face for the six months before
the polls open in order to make them
look like the best (wo)man for the
job. And people fall for it. I’'m not
going to vote for the person | dislike
least, if | ever feel that a politician
would actually do a better job than
any others, they’ve got my vote.
Another reason is because
election results come down to
percentages. Every time | vote
for someone, for a party, it counts
for a very small fraction of that
percentage. However, if fewer
votes are cast, each one should
count for a larger fraction. So by
withholding my vote that means
next to nothing for me, it gives
everyone else that much more
clout. | see it as being a nice guy.

Obviously, this is a grossly
simpliped way of looking at things,
but thatis how | roll. | pgure at

some point I’ll care about property
taxes and health care and big issues
like that, but for now | don’t really
worry too hard about it. I’ll use my
inherent right to vote later.

Jeffrey Charters

Correction

It has been brought to our attention by a sharp-eyed reader that last week’s editorial provided false
information. We have since learned that cashews are, in fact, from Brazil.

Absynthe regrets this error.
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Need a hangover cure?... Joe has the solution on page 5

IN this issue:

Dating’'s never been this strange... Lexi and Ali's short story on page 6
Conservatives aren’t as scary as you think... Ashley tells us why on page 8
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The mandate of Absynthe Magazine is to encour-
age constructive dialogue and critical thinking
within the Trent community. As an on-campus
publiction, Absynthe shall strive to represent as
many people of the community as possible by
presenting varying views on all matters that are
of importance to the community, and especially
the student body. In the spirit of free and in-
dependent press, the Absynthe shall strive for
the highest degree of journalistic integrity and
excellence while providing a medium for crea-
tive and alternative expression. It will actively
stimulate and encourage discussion through
itself or any other means available to mem-
bers of the Trent community. All members of
Absynthe will attempt to represent fairly and
without prejudice the issues and views of Trent
in a manner conducive to propcient journalism.






